A prospective, multicentre study of malignant and premalignant lesions at the base of periocular cutaneous horns.
The primary objective of the study was to determine the incidence of the various pathological conditions present at the base of the periocular cutaneous horns. The secondary objective was to study the presentation of these cutaneous horns with a view to finding any clinical indicators for premalignant, malignant and benign lesions at the base. Prospective multicentre study of patients presenting with cutaneous horns. Informed consent followed by excision biopsy of the base lesion was performed in all the cases included for the study. The biopsy specimens were examined histologically and results analysed. Twenty-six patients presented with cutaneous horns in the periocular region over a period of 2 years, of these two patients presented with more than one cutaneous horn. 23 patients underwent excision biopsy. There were a total of 25 specimens. Of the base lesions 2/25 (8%) were malignant, 7/25 (28%) were pre-malignant and the remaining 16/25 (64%) were benign. Analysis of the findings on clinical presentation revealed no clinical indicators to correlate with the final histology. The incidence of malignant and pre-malignant lesions present at the base of periocular cutaneous horns was 36% with 8% of them being malignant. It is important to perform an excision biopsy with histological diagnosis of the base of the cutaneous horn as there are no definite clinical features that point towards a potential for malignancy.